
 
 
 
 
 
  
                                                                                                                                                                                        
 

 

 

 

 

Laudatio aus Anlass der Verleihung der Ehrendoktorwürde  
an den Präsidenten des Internationalen Seegerichtshofs,  
Professor Jin-Hyun Paik, am 4. Dezember 2019 

 

Dear Dean Repgen, 

Dear colleagues, 

Ladies and gentlemen, 

but above all: Dear President Paik, 

 

It is a great pleasure and honour for me to address a few words on the work 
and person of the President of the International Tribunal for the Law of the 
Sea, Jin-Hyun Paik, on the occasion of the award of the honorary doctorate 
to him. 

Jin-Hyun Paik studied law at Seoul National University, where he was 
awarded his LL.B. in 1980. In 1983, he received his LL.M. at Columbia Univer-
sity School of Law. He then moved to the United Kingdom, where he was 
awarded his PhD by the University of Cambridge in 1989. In his thesis, he 
addressed the development and application of rules for the delimitation of 
the continental shelf with reference to the maritime boundary in the East 
China Sea. Already his academic education is thus characterized by an ex-
traordinary degree of internationality – three academic grades in three dif-
ferent States! – as well as by references to the international law of the sea. 
While I could not find out the reasons why he became involved in maritime 
legal matters, one can say that the two aforementioned features have con-
tinued to strongly influence his professional and academic life until today. 
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In 1989, Jin-Hyun Paik was appointed Professor at the Institute of Foreign 
Affairs and National Security, of the Korean Ministry of Foreign Affairs – a 
position that gave him the opportunity to complement his academic work 
with insights from the field of diplomacy and international relations. He 
served as legal advisor to the Korean delegation to numerous treaty nego-
tiations and preparatory commissions, many of which with strong linkages 
to law of the sea-related issues such as fisheries, deep seabed mining and 
other uses of the sea. Between 1993 and 1995, he was member of the Ko-
rean delegation to the United Nations General Assembly. 

In 1997, Jin-Hyun Paik became Professor of International Law at the Grad-
uate School of International Studies, Seoul National University, one of the 
most distinguished academic institutions in Asia on the field of interna-
tional law. He served as Associate Dean of the Graduate School and, be-
tween 2010 and 2012, as its Dean. Academic stays abroad included visiting 
fellow- and professorships to Stanford University’s Hoover Institution, the 
John Hopkins University, the University of California (Berkeley) and the 
Max Planck Institute for Comparative Public Law and International Law, 
Heidelberg. In 2015, he was elected associate member of the Institut de 
droit international, and he served, between 2015 and 2017, as the President 
of the Asian Society of International Law. These awards show that Jin-Hyun 
Paik was and is one of the most eminent international legal scholars on the 
Asian continent and beyond. 

Aside his academic activities, Jin-Hyun Paik continued to serve as legal ad-
visor for the Korean government in many instances. In 2009, he was then 
elected as Judge of the International Tribunal for the Law of the Sea (ITLOS) 
and re-elected as from 1 October 2014. Since 2017, he serves as the Presi-
dent of the Tribunal. His calm, objective and constructive way of guiding 
the hearings has earned him the greatest respect. Jin-Hyun Paik also serves 
as Arbitrator in two inter-State arbitration proceedings. In one of them 
(Dispute concerning Coastal State’s Rights in the Black Sea, Sea of Azov, 
and Kerch Strait), he was elected as the President of the Arbitral Tribunal. 

As far as his academic work is concerned, Jin-Hyun Paik has focussed on 
the law of the sea, international law and organization, dispute settlement 
and Korea’s foreign and security policy. He is the author of 13 monographs 
and numerous articles in academic journals in English and Korean. Many 
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of his publications are characterized by a combined approach, connecting 
legal scholarship with matters of foreign and security policy. For Jin-Huyn 
Paik, dealing with international law is not an academic glass bead game, 
but a fundamental prerequisite for achieving peaceful settlement of dis-
putes and preserving international peace and stability. Over the past dec-
ades, he has taught international law and the law of the sea in various 
places around the world, and he has also lectured for the United Nations 
Audiovisual Library of International Law. Jin-Huyn Paik has been active in 
promoting and disseminating the rule of international law, in particular in 
developing States. 

Since his election as judge of the ITLOS and, in particular, as the Tribunal’s 
president, Jin-Hyun Paik has established close relations to the Faculty of 
Law of the University of Hamburg. With his unique and mixed background 
as Professor of Law and government legal advisor, and president of an in-
ternational court respectively, he is a true role model for our students of 
public international and maritime law. His academic career can almost be 
understood as the personal implementation of the Faculty’s international-
ization strategy. He has always been highly supportive and devoted to co-
operation between the Faculty and the Tribunal, between academia and 
practice. 

In a recent newspaper interview, Jin-Hyun Paik expressed his firm belief 
that the strength of international law and international cooperation will, 
in the long term, prevail, notwithstanding all current political challenges. 
He has been and continues to be a major advocate of the idea of ‘stability 
and peace through law’, both in his official and personal capacity. A cham-
pion for the international rule of law, a proponent for the normative valid-
ity of international law and for the peaceful settlement of disputes – I 
could not think of a better person to be awarded the honorary doctorate of 
the Faculty of Law of the University of Hamburg. 

Mr. President, I congratulate you on this highly deserved award. 

 

 

Prof. Dr. Alexander Proelß 


