UH
_i_ti_
2 Universitdit Hamburg

Monitoringsystem und . nd tud DER FORSCHUNG | DER LEHRE | DER BILDUNG
Transferplattform Radikalisierung

Effects of Statements by Public Speakers on Prejudices towards
Refugees: Results from Two Survey Experiments in Germany

1 2 1
Katrin Brettfeld , Thomas Richter, & Peter Wetzels

1University of Hamburg, Faculty of Law Institute of Criminology
2German Institute for Global an Area Studies, Hamburg

81st Annual MPSA Conference 2024, Chicago
Session Title: Immigrants, Refugees, and Public Opinion in Comparative Perspective
Time: Fri, April 5, 8:00 to 9:30am CDT

Research funded by: % Bundesministerium  Bundesministerium
A~ N firBildung des Innern
und Forschung und fiir Heimat



The Study , People in Germany: International“

https://www.mid.uni-hamburg.de/en/mid-
international/midint/midint-startseite.html

Wenschen in Peutschiland: International

Min MIDINT

MWenschen in Peatschland MENSCHEN IN DEUTSCHLAND:
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Research Interest:

Effects of international events & developments
outside of Germany on political radicalisation,
extremism, antisemitsm, islamophobia, and
xenophobia in Germany

Method:
Regularly repeated online surveys of persons
aged 18yrs and older living in Germany A eE

Welcome to the website of the study "Menschen in Deutschland:
International” (MiDInt)!

Quota-Sample (h=between 2.500 & 3.500)
based on the Online-Access-Panel of Bilendi
S.A. (Germany: 300.000)
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Threat perceptions regarding refugees in Germany (in %)

Does the influx of refugees mean
that more violent criminals are coming to our country?

MiDInt W1 Nov 2022

MiDInt W2 Jan 2023
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Refugees threaten our way of life
and our values in Germany?

MiDInt W1 Nov 2022 .53 34.5 27.54 17.39

MiDInt W2 Jan 2023

[ I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I
0 5 10 15 20 25 30 35 40 45 50 55 60 65 70 75 80 85 90 95 100

Refugees living here
do more harm to our economy than good?

MiDInt W1 Nov 2022 . 37.02 28.37 16.59

MiDInt W2 Jan 2023
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Acceptance of support and integration measures for refugees in Germany (in %)

Should people who have fled to Germany
be naturalized more quickly?

MiDInt W1 Nov 2022

28.92 6.99

MiDInt W2 Jan 2023 29.46 8.17
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Should school and professional qualifications of refugees
be recognized more unbureaucratically in Germany?

MiDInt W1 Nov 2022 13.46 4712 14.18
--------------------
MiDInt W2 Jan 2023 14.60 26.24 45.05 14.11
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| would like to see housing made available
for refugees in my neighborhood?

MiDInt W1 Nov 2022

34.13 7.45

MiDInt W2 Jan 2023 . . 34.41 9.65
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Hypotheses

H1: A welcoming statement about refugees not being a burden but an investment in the future of
the country should reduce prejudices and increase the acceptance of support and integration
measures.

H2: A welcoming statement about asylum as an internationally enshrined human right should
reduce prejudices and increase the acceptance of support and integration measures.

H3: A critical statement highlighting limits of capacity to host additional refugees should increase
prejudices and reduce the acceptance of support and integration measures.

H4: A critical statement highlighting the cultural threat of accepting more refugees should
increase prejudices and reduce the acceptance of support and integration measures.

H5: If the welcoming statement is associated with a speaker of high symbolic or moral authority,
prejudices can be reduced, and the acceptance of support and integration measures can be
increased.
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Exp 2: Design

Randomization

Split - 1

N=171

Split - 2
N=210

Split - 3
N=154

Split-4

N=175

Split - 5
N=425

Split - 6

N=404

Basic text
In addition to the climate crisis,
the consequences of war,
terror, energy and food
shortages are also increasingly
affecting Germany. Due to
these developments, refugee
movements towards Europe
have increased significantly.
Several federal ministries have
indicated that preparations are
therefore being made in
Germany for the renewed
admission of large numbers of
refugees

+ The President of the Employers' Associations welcomes further
admission of refugees ... (labor market)

+ The General Secretary of Amnesty International welcomes
further admission of refugees ... (human rights)

+ The Federal Minister of Economics welcomes welcomes further
admission of refugees ... (labor market)

+ The Federal President welcomes further admission of refugees
... (human rights)

No Further Qualification

No Basic Text & No Further Qualification
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Exp 2: Negative Prejudices (comparison to control group (Split 5))

Split 1 Split 2 Split 3 Split 4 Control
Basic text Basic text Basic text Basic text
Positiv Statement Positiv Statement Positiv Statement Positiv Statement
President of Gen Secretary of Federal Minister Federal
Employers' Association Amnesty International of Economics President
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O The immigration of refugees brings more violent criminals into our country.
® Refugees threaten our way of life and our values in Germany.

UH Refugees living here do more harm than good to our economy.
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Exp 2: Integration Measures (comparison to control (Split 5))
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Split 1 Split 2 Split 3 Split 4 Control
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O People who have fled to Germany should be naturalised more quickly.

Py School and vocational qualifications of refugees

+ | would like it if housing were made available for refugees in my neighbourhood.

should be recognised more unbureaucratically in Germany.
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Thank you for your attention!

Dr. Katrin Brettfeld
katrin.brettfeld@giga-hamburg.de
Dr. Thomas Richter
thomas.richter@giga-hamburg.de
Prof. Dr. Peter Wetzels
peter.wetzels@uni-hamburg.de

Study ,MiDInt"
https://www.mid.uni-hamburg.de/mid-
international/midint/midint-startseite.html
Research Consortium MOTRA
https://www.motra.info/
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Forschungshericht Ne.?

Menschen in Deutschland: International (MiDInt)

Untersuchungsdesign, Stichprobe,
Erhebungsinstrument und Codebuch zu Welle 1
(Nov. 2022)

Katrin Brettfeld. Diego Farren, Janosch Kleinschnittger,
Thomas Richter & Peter Wetzels

Institut fur Knminologie an der Fakultat fur Rechtswissenschaft der Universitat Hamburg

https://doi.org/10.25592/uhhfdm.11564
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Ferschungshericht No.8
Menschen in Deutschland: International (MiDInt)
Untersuchungsdesign, Stichprobe,

Erhebungsinstrument und Codebuch zu Welle 2
(Feb. 2023)

Janosch Kleinschnittger, Diego Farren, Katrin Brettfeld,
Thomas Richter & Peter Wetzels

https://doi.org/10.25592/uhhfdm.11836

UH
ik
[23 Universitat Hamburg mo r

DER FORSCHUNG | DER LEHRE | DER BILDUNG

Research Report No. 1

"People in Germany 2021"

First wave of the German national representative survey:
Methodology, survey design and sampling

Rebecca Endtricht. Diego Farren. Katrin Brettfeld.
Jannik M.K. Fischer & Peter Wetzels
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http://doi.org/10.25592/uhhfdm.12244
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