
Effects of Statements by Public Speakers on Prejudices towards 

Refugees: Results from Two Survey Experiments in Germany

Katrin Brettfeld
1

, Thomas Richter,
2

& Peter Wetzels
1 

1
University of Hamburg, Faculty of Law Institute of Criminology

2German Institute for Global an Area Studies, Hamburg

Research funded by:

81st Annual MPSA Conference 2024, Chicago
Session Title: Immigrants, Refugees, and Public Opinion in Comparative Perspective

Time: Fri, April 5, 8:00 to 9:30am CDT



The Study „People in Germany: International“ 

Research Interest:

Effects of international events & developments
outside of Germany on political radicalisation, 
extremism, antisemitsm, islamophobia, and 
xenophobia in Germany

Method:

Regularly repeated online surveys of persons
aged 18yrs and older living in Germany

Quota-Sample (n=between 2.500 & 3.500) 
based on the Online-Access-Panel of Bilendi
S.A. (Germany: 300.000)

https://www.mid.uni-hamburg.de/en/mid-
international/midint/midint-startseite.html

https://www.mid.uni-hamburg.de/en/mid-international/midint/midint-startseite.html
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Refugees in Germany



Threat perceptions regarding refugees in Germany (in %)



Acceptance of support and integration measures for refugees in Germany (in %)



Hypotheses

H1: A welcoming statement about refugees not being a burden but an investment in the future of 
the country should reduce prejudices and increase the acceptance of support and integration 
measures.

H2: A welcoming statement about asylum as an internationally enshrined human right should 
reduce prejudices and increase the acceptance of support and integration measures.

H3: A critical statement highlighting limits of capacity to host additional refugees should increase 
prejudices and reduce the acceptance of support and integration measures.

H4: A critical statement highlighting the cultural threat of accepting more refugees should 
increase prejudices and reduce the acceptance of support and integration measures.

H5: If the welcoming statement is associated with a speaker of high symbolic or moral authority, 
prejudices can be reduced, and the acceptance of support and integration measures can be 
increased.



Exp 2: Design



Exp 2:  Negative Prejudices (comparison to control group (Split 5))
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Exp 2:  Integration Measures (comparison to control (Split 5))
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