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https://acleddata.com/2024/06/10/civilians-or-soldiers-settler-violence-in-the-west-bank/
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The Study „People in Germany: International“ 

Research Interest:

Effects of international events & developments
outside of Germany on political radicalization, 
extremism, antisemitism, islamophobia, and 
xenophobia in Germany

Method:

Regularly repeated online surveys of persons
aged 18yrs and older living in Germany

Quota-Sample (Sample Size  2.500-3.500) 
Online-Access-Panel 
(Bilendi S.A.: Germany: 300.000)

https://www.mid.uni-hamburg.de/en/mid-
international/midint/midint-startseite.html

https://www.mid.uni-hamburg.de/en/mid-international/midint/midint-startseite.html


Design of the Survey Experiment: 
Vignettes (AV) and DV´s

dependent variables: DV`s 1-4

“To what extent do you find the 

following behavior right or wrong?”
(-3 = completely right / +3 = completely wrong 

legal protest 

critical towards

Israel

illegal protest

anti-Semitic

DV1: 
Demanding Israel 
should “withdraw
from the occupied
territories“

DV2:
Shouting
„Death to the Jews“

DV3:
Shouting
„Death to Israel“

DV4:
Burning the
Israeli flag
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Exp. Group 1
(n=769)

Exp. Group 2
(n=822)

Control Group
(n=851)

... by Israeli settlers ...

... by the Israeli military ...

No message 

Vignette (independent variable = IV)
"The following news was recently published: 
A few days ago a Palestinian village in the West Bank 
was shelled with machine guns and grenades ………. . An 
elementary school was also hit and many children were 
seriously injured, three of them fatally. 

General Introduction for all respondents:
The security situation in the Middle East, particularly the relations

between Israel and Palestinians are a problem since many years.



Distribution of DVs: Evaluation of legal protest critical towards Israel 
and of illegal forms of antisemitic protest 

(only control group n=851) 

compl.

wrong

-3 -2 -1 0 +1 +2

compl.

right

+3 

% > 0

Legal criticism of Israel

DV1: Demanding Israel should

withdraw from the occupied territories
8.6% 3.3% 4.7% 43.8% 11.6% 8.8% 19.2% 39.6%

Illegal anti-Semitic protests

DV2: Shouting "Death to the Jews“ 

during a demonstration
73.1% 5.5% 3.8% 12.8% 2.1% 1.1% 1.6% 4.8%

DV3:Shouting "Death to Israel“

during a demonstration
71.8% 5.6% 3.9% 13.3% 2.5% 1.1% 1.8% 5.4%

DV4: Burning the flag of the State of Israel

during a demonstration.
62.0% 7.6% 5.1% 18.9% 2.2% 2.1% 2.1% 6.4%



Effects of confrontation with the message from the vignette on DV1: 
Acceptance of legal protest critical towards Israel (% > 0)

48.2%

39.9%

39.6%

DV1:
„Demanding Israel should withdraw

from the occupied territories“

***
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Exp. Group 1
(n=769)

Exp. Group 2
(n=822)

Control Group
(n=851)

... by Israeli settlers ...

... by the Israeli military ...

No message 

IV (independent variable)
"The following news was recently published: A few days
ago a Palestinian village in the West Bank was shelled 
with machine guns and grenades ………. . An elementary 
school was also hit and many children were seriously 
injured, three of them fatally. 



DV2
Shouting

"Death to the Jews"

6.4%

4.4%

4.8%

7.6%

5.0%

5.4%

#

9.7%

6.6%

6.4%

*

DV3
Shouting

"Death to Israel“

DV4
Burning 

the Israeli flag
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Exp. Group 1
(n=769)

Exp. Group 2
(n=822)

Control Group
(n=851)

Effects of confrontation with the messages from the vignette on the
acceptance of illegal antisemitic protestbehavior (DV 2, 3, 4: % > 0)



Classical antisemitic prejudices
(measured before the experimental treatment; distribution of items in total sample; MiDInt wave 3 April 2023)

disagree
tend to 

disagree

tend to 

agree
agree Mean SD

% >2
at least open to

antisemitism

Jews have too much influence in Germany. 48.3% 32.7% 13.3% 5.8% 1.77 0.89 19.1%

Jews cannot be trusted. 59.3% 25.1% 10.1% 5.5% 1.62 0.88 15.6%

The Jews themselves are to blame for their 

behavior if people think badly of them.
56.1% 25.1% 13.1% 5.8% 1.69 0.91 18.8%

There are too many Jews in Germany. 52.0% 32.1% 11.3% 4.6% 1.68 0.85 15.8%

Entire scale
1.69 0.80 24.4%



54.8%

38.3%

37.2%
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Effects of experimental treatments on the acceptance of legal protest critical
towards Israel: Comparison of respondents with/without antisemitic attitudes

DV1
„Demanding Israel should withdraw

from the occupied territories“

Respondents without
antisemitic attitudes
(75% of the sample)

**
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38.3%

37.2%
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„Demanding Israel should withdraw

from the occupied territories“
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Effects of experimental treatments on the acceptance of legal protest critical
towards Israel: Comparison of respondents with/without antisemitic attitudes

DV1
„Demanding Israel should withdraw

from the occupied territories“

Respondents without
antisemitic attitudes
(75% of the sample)

Respondents with
antisemitic attitudes
(25 % of the sample)

**



Effects of experimental treatments on the acceptance of illegal antisemitic

protests: Comparison of respondents with/without antisemitic attitudes

*

**

*

Exp. Group 1 

Exp. Group 2 

Control Group 

Exp. Group 1

Exp. Group 2 

Control Group 

Exp. Group 1

Exp. Group 2 

Control Group

Respondents without

antisemitic attitudes
antisemitic respondents

Shouting

"Death to

the Jews"

Shouting

"Death to

Israel"

Burnig the

Israeli flag

deadly armed force

by Israeli military

deadly armed force

by Israeli settlers

no deadly

armed force



Effects of experimental treatments on the acceptance of illegal antisemitic

protests: Comparison of respondents with/without antisemitic attitudes

*

**

*

Exp. Group 1 

Exp. Group 2 

Control Group 

Exp. Group 1

Exp. Group 2 

Control Group 

Exp. Group 1

Exp. Group 2 

Control Group

Respondents without

antisemitic attitudes

Respondents with

antisemitic attitudes

Shouting

"Death to

the Jews"

Shouting

"Death to

Israel"

Burnig the

Israeli flag

deadly armed force

by Israeli military

deadly armed force

by Israeli settlers

no deadly

armed force



Summary

• A confrontation with a text vignette in which armed violence by the Israeli military is 

addressed resulting in Palestinian children are being killed increases the acceptance 

of both legal criticism of Israel and (at a comparatively lower level) illegal, anti-Israeli 

and antisemitic protest behavior.

• This does not apply to similar armed violence perpetrated by 

Jewish settlers resulting in similar fatalities. 

• Increases of the acceptance of illegal, anti-Israeli & antisemitic protest behavior can 

be observed almost exclusively among people who are open to 

classical antisemitic prejudices. 

• Acceptance of legal protest towards Israel is significantly higher among people who 

are not antisemitic when confronted with the description of armed violence of Israeli  

forces killing obviously uninvolved Palestinian civilians (here very young children).



Conclusions

➢ The execution of military violence toward Palestinian civilians by Israeli Defense 

Forces (IDF) has causal effects on the acceptance of anti-Semitic protest behavior 

and thus also might considerably effect crime rates in Germany (e.g. illegal, 

antisemitic protest behavior).

➢ It is also evident that legal criticism of Israel is very common among large parts of the 

German population which is not antisemitic. These critical perspectives toward Israel 

increase substantially if respondents are confronted with IDF’s use of violence 

against civilians in the Westbank without equally reinforcing anti-Semitic prejudices. 

➢ Especially in Germany, a differentiated (public) approach to criticism of Israel 

(“Israelkritik”) is therefore urgently needed.

➢ A critical position towards Israel should therefore not be labeled as antisemitic per se 

by political decision-makers. If a better distinction is not made in this respect in 

future, this may contribute to a further loss of trust and legitimacy in political decision-

makers.
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