
Organizers: 
Matthias Armgardt
University of Hamburg
Scott Brewer
Harvard Law School
Henry E. Smith
Harvard Law School

June 16 to June 18, 2025

9:30 – 10:45 am Marietta Auer
Max Planck Institute for Legal History and Legal Theory
Private Law and Constitutional Law – Systematic
Coherence  or  Incommensurable Normative Orders

2:45 pm – 4:00 pm Shyamkrishna Balganesh
Columbia University
Andrew Gold 
UC Irvine
Henry E. Smith
Harvard University
Equity, Restatements, and System in the Law

CONFERENCE ON legal REASONING—
System in the Law

3 r d  E d i t i o n  o f  t h e  H a r v a r d - H a m b u r g  C o n f e r e n c e s
o n  N e w  A p p r o a c h e s  t o  L e g a l  R e a s o n i n g

All sessions will be held in Wasserstein Hall, Milstein West, at the Harvard Law School

Monday, June 16, 2025

Tuesday, June 17, 2025

Wednesday, June 19, 2025

9:00 – 10:15 am Scott Brewer 
Harvard University
Does Law Obey the Laws of a Logical System? 

10:45 am – 12:00 noon Emily Sherwin
Cornell University
System and Tradition

4:15 – 5:30 pm Markus Kotzur
University of Hamburg
European Integration as a Self-Accelerating System of
Normative Consolidation – the Systemic Dynamics of
Mutual Recognition and Legal Harmonization

9:00 am – 10:15 am Matthias Armgardt
University of Hamburg
System and Contradiction

10:45 am – 12:00 noon Ronald J. Allen
Northwestern University
Reflections on Complexity, Evidence and Law

Moderators: 
Monday: Saskia Lettmaier (University of hamburg)

Mitchell Chervu Johnston (Boston College)
J. Mark Ramseyer (Harvard University)
Yun-Chien Chang (Cornell University)

Tuesday: Ted Sichelman (University of San Diego)
Yun-chien Chang (Cornell University)
Daniel Markovits (Yale University)

wednesday: Saskia Lettmaier (University of hamburg)
Ruth L. Okediji (Harvard University)

9:00 – 9:30 am Dean John C.P Goldberg
Harvard Law School
Opening Remarks

1:00  – 2:15 pm Claudia Schubert
University of Hamburg
(In-)Complete Systems - System Formation using the 
Example of EU Labor Law 

Contact: 
Susan Norton(snorton@law.harvard.edu)
Assistant to Prof. Henry E. Smith 

11:15 – 12:30 am Richard R.W. Brooks
New York University
Laws of Externalities

1:30 – 2:45 pm Thilo Kuntz
Heinrich-Heine-Universität Düsseldorf
The Boundary Objects in Private Law

3:15 – 4:30 pm Joseph William Singer
Harvard University
Rules, Standards, and Reflective Equilibrium
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